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Hellinger was accustomed to operating
autonomously; he determinedly eschewed collegial
dialogue, debate, or challenges over his methods
and concepts. The physicians, psychologists, and
academics who organized the International
Association for Systemic Solutions (IAG) found
Hellinger, at times, to be a reluctant, even
unsupportive, collaborator. Further, Hellinger would
not be moved by any criticisms of his idiosyncratic
behavior, such as making sweeping statements that
reduced complex issues to single root causes or his
manner of sometimes addressing clients in a caustic,
authoritarian tone. Many practitioners distance
themselves from the method’s founding figure.
Many others continued their association, integrating
the further developments into their own practices.*
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